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of even the idea of coherence has been called in question by some.
Every determinate conception has been doubted. If it is upheld
by some, it has been rejected by others; so much so that, in
India, Sankara, for similar reasons, questioned the. validity of
tarka or argument itself. We have Buddhistic and Vedantic
systems, the upholders of each of which quarrel with the rest. But
is there nothing common to all? Is there no reality which is the
same for all? Whatever be their starting-points, however they
may differ in their method, both the Buddhistic and the Vedantic
traditions agree in saying that reality is a That and not a What,*
it is beyond all determinations and so indescribable. As it is a
That and not a What, no dispute is possible over it. For over
which What are we to dispute? Reality is not a What, and there
is no occasion for dispute over it. Old gods have vanished at the
touch of wary philosophy. But philosophy must have failed in its
.duty if, in place of false gods, it has not substituted the true one.
What seem facts vanish at its sight. But without some fact to
stand on, we land in despair. The Indian idealistic systems furnish
an example of how the factuality of an ultimate reality which can
never be doubted can be established. The reader will notice, in
spite of numerous differences of view, all these systems are
directed towards the same point like radii towards the centre.
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To anticipate the result reached by Indian idealistic thought, it
is the final and absolute identity of the universal and the parti-
cular, law and thing, norm and existence, reality and value, and
the ideal and the actual. This has been reached in slightly different
ways by the different systems; and some of them, if they have not
actually reached such a result, have tended towards it. It is not
merely the result that is interesting, but also the methods by
which the different systems reached it or tended to reach it.
Dharma1 is tM,.centraJ ^conception pi Indi^ idealism, and any
philosophy that makes it or tends to make it its "central con-
ception is idealistic.
i See ch. vi, Section XVII for a discussion of the meaning of Dhanna.